Supplementary material

1. PACS search strategy

The search criteria encompassed all CT scans conducted in this period with reports containing pre-specified search terms related to splenic artery aneurysms (“splenic artery aneurysm”, “aneurysm of the splenic artery”, “aneurysm of splenic artery”, “aneurysm sac”, “dilation of the splenic artery” and “splenic artery dilation”). Scans were required to be inclusive of the T12/L1 vertebrae anatomical region but included non-dedicated scans.  All extracted scans were then de-duplicated using local unique patient identifiers, with the earliest scan being utilised for assessment in patients with multiple. A dedicated independent review then screened the full-text reports, excluding any records that did not pertain to SAAs.


2. String-R analysis

To interrogate the validity of this search method, we utilised the String-R tool to identify the most commonly occurring words within those 3 adjacent to the term “splenic artery”. The most common word identified was “aneurysm” (n=296), followed by “the” (n=125), “a” (n=92) and “calcified” (n=82) in the 350 scans extracted.

