
Supplementary Material

Figures:
Figure S1. Most important non-patient factor that influenced treatment strategy


Figure S1: Respondents first most important non-patient factor when choosing rhythm control before rate control


Figure S2. Routine investigation   


Figure S3. Proportion of respondents who routinely (at least annually) request investigations in patients with AF receiving AADs. Illustrated by drug and country.ECG; electrocardiography, AAD; antiarrhythmic drug.




Figure S3. AAD in different subtypes of AFFigure S4. AF; atrial fibrillation, AAD; antiarhrytmic drugs
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Figure S4. Preferred AADs and rate control drug combinations in different countries





AADs; antiarrhythmic drugs 

Tables:

	Outpatient initiation of AAD n (%)
	
	UK
(n=83)
	Germany (n=83)
	Italy (n=95)
	Sweden (n=60)

	Amiodarone
	
	53 (64)
	33 (40)
	44 (46)
	39 (65)

	Dronedarone
	
	56 (67)
	55 (66)
	47 (49)
	53 (88)

	Flecainide
	
	76 (92)
	47 (57)
	70 (74)
	12 (20)

	Propafenon
	
	62 (75)
	48 (58)
	64 (67)
	13 (23)

	Sotalol
	
	76 (92)
	46 (55)
	72 (76)
	18 (30)


Table S1: Questionnaire (separate file)

Table S2: Outpatient initiation of AADs in different countries


AADs; antiarrhythmic drugs.


Table S3 First rank non-patient factor for selection of rhythm control therapy 

	First ranked non-patient factor when choosing a particular AAD
	UK
	Germany
	Italy
	Sweden

	Efficacy
	51%
	58%
	48%
	45%

	Safety
	29%
	23%
	34%
	42%

	No hospital initiation
	2%
	2%
	2%
	5%

	Comfort/ expirience with the drug
	7%
	5%
	7%
	3%

	Need for ongoing ECG/lab. monitoring
	4%
	4%
	1%
	0%

	Patient comorbidities
	2%
	6%
	5%
	5%



AAD; antiarrhythmic drug.


Sweden N=60


Italy N=95


Germany N=83


UK  N=83







Long standing persistent AF

UK	N=82	37
1
17
16
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17

Amiodarone	Dronedarone	Class Ic	Sotalol	Other AAD	None	0.37	0.02	0.17	0.16	0.11	0.17	Germany	N=82	50
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20
6
4
18

Amiodarone	Dronedarone	Class Ic	Sotalol	Other AAD	None	0.5	0.01	0.2	0.06	0.04	0.18	Italy	N=88	36
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26
16
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16

Amiodarone	Dronedarone	Class Ic	Sotalol	Other AAD	None	0.36	0.02	0.26	0.16	0.03	0.16	Sweden	N=56	34
29
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9
21

Amiodarone	Dronedarone	Class Ic	Sotalol	Other AAD	None	0.34	0.28999999999999998	7.0000000000000007E-2	0	0.09	0.21	


Mixed paroxysmal persistent AF

UK 	N=68	32
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Amiodarone	Dronedarone	Class Ic	Sotalol	Other AAD	None	0.32	0.09	0.31	0.18	7.0000000000000007E-2	0.03	Germany 	N=71	48
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Amiodarone	Dronedarone	Class Ic	Sotalol	Other AAD	None	0.48	0.06	0.38	0.03	0.04	0.01	Italy	N=83	34
1
53
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Amiodarone	Dronedarone	Class Ic	Sotalol	Other AAD	None	0.34	0.01	0.53	0.1	0	0.02	Sweden	N=51	10
61
26
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Amiodarone	Dronedarone	Class Ic	Sotalol	Other AAD	None	0.1	0.61	0.26	0	0.02	0.02	


Paroxysmal AF 

UK 	N=83	8
74
12
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1

Amiodarone	Dronedarone	Class Ic	Sotalol	Other AAD	None	0.08	0.04	0.74	0.12	0.01	0.01	Germany	N=83	16
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73
6
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4

Amiodarone	Dronedarone	Class Ic	Sotalol	Other AAD	None	0.16	0.01	0.73	0.06	0.01	0.04	Italy	N=95	14
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77
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Amiodarone	Dronedarone	Class Ic	Sotalol	Other AAD	None	0.14000000000000001	0	0.77	0.08	0	0.01	Sweden	N=60	5
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Amiodarone	Dronedarone	Class Ic	Sotalol	Other AAD	None	0.05	0.67	0.22	0	0.05	0.02	


First onset AF

UK	N=83	16
1
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Amiodarone	Dronedarone	Class Ic	Sotalol	Other AAD	None	0.16	0.01	0.52	0.08	0.04	0.19	Germany	N=83	7
0
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20

Amiodarone	Dronedarone	Class Ic	Sotalol	Other AAD	None	7.0000000000000007E-2	0	0.6	0.06	0.06	0.2	Italy	N=95	25
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Amiodarone	Dronedarone	Class Ic	Sotalol	Other AAD	None	0.25	0	0.63	0.05	0	0.08	Sweden	N=58	3
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Amiodarone	Dronedarone	Class Ic	Sotalol	Other AAD	None	0.03	0.33	0.09	0.02	0.14000000000000001	0.4	


Persistent AF

UK	N=82	35
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Amiodarone	Dronedarone	Class Ic	Sotalol	Other AAD	None	0.35	0.1	0.28000000000000003	0.2	0.04	0.04	Germany	N=83	39
4
43
6
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Amiodarone	Dronedarone	Class Ic	Sotalol	Other AAD	None	0.39	0.04	0.43	0.06	0.04	0.06	Italy	N=95	31
5
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Amiodarone	Dronedarone	Class Ic	Sotalol	Other AAD	None	0.31	0.05	0.49	0.11	0	0.04	Sweden	N=59	19
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Amiodarone	Dronedarone	Class Ic	Sotalol	Other AAD	None	0.19	0.51	0.17	0.02	0.05	7.0000000000000007E-2	


         AADs and rate control and AAD combinations

UK	
AAD + beta blocker	AAD + calcium channel blocker (CCB)	AAD + digitalis	Combinations of AADs	92	31	27	13	DE	
AAD + beta blocker	AAD + calcium channel blocker (CCB)	AAD + digitalis	Combinations of AADs	94	18	16	12	IT	
AAD + beta blocker	AAD + calcium channel blocker (CCB)	AAD + digitalis	Combinations of AADs	93	20	25	13	SE	
AAD + beta blocker	AAD + calcium channel blocker (CCB)	AAD + digitalis	Combinations of AADs	100	12	17	7	
Percentage of respondents (%)




Non-patient factors

Guidelines	55
65
72
68

N=83	N=83	N=95	N=60	UK 	Germany	Italy	Sweden	0.55421686999999997	0.65060241000000008	0.71578947000000004	0.68333332999999996	Previous personal experience	24
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27

N=83	N=83	N=95	N=60	UK 	Germany	Italy	Sweden	0.24096386	0.25301204999999999	0.16842104999999999	0.26666666999999999	Scientific literature	12
6
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N=83	N=83	N=95	N=60	UK 	Germany	Italy	Sweden	0.12048193	6.0240960000000003E-2	0.11578947000000001	0.05	Advice from colleagues	8
2
0
0

N=83	N=83	N=95	N=60	UK 	Germany	Italy	Sweden	8.4337350000000005E-2	2.4096389999999999E-2	0	0	Other, please specify	0
1
0
0

N=83	N=83	N=95	N=60	UK 	Germany	Italy	Sweden	0	1.204819E-2	0	0	
Most importent non-patient factors
when considering rate or rhythm control 




Dronedarone

UK	
ECG	Hepatic function	Renal function	Respiratory function	Thyroid function	0.59740260000000001	0.55844156	0.45454545000000002	0.14285713999999999	0.41558442000000001	Germany	
ECG	Hepatic function	Renal function	Respiratory function	Thyroid function	0.89610389999999995	0.6753246799999999	0.61038961000000003	0.11688311999999999	0.2987013	Italy	
ECG	Hepatic function	Renal function	Respiratory function	Thyroid function	0.77173912999999994	0.65217391000000002	0.63043477999999997	0.26086957	0.30434782999999999	Sweden	
ECG	Hepatic function	Renal function	Respiratory function	Thyroid function	0.91666667000000002	0.85	0.83333332999999998	8.3333329999999997E-2	0.21666667000000001	


Flecainide

UK	
ECG	Renal function	Hepatic function	Echocardiogram	Stress (exercise) test / assessment heart rate control	0.79012345999999989	0.34567901000000001	0.12345679	0.38271604999999997	0.17283951	Germany	
ECG	Renal function	Hepatic function	Echocardiogram	Stress (exercise) test / assessment heart rate control	0.91358024999999998	0.55555556000000006	0.40740741000000003	0.77777777999999997	0.45679012000000002	Italy	
ECG	Renal function	Hepatic function	Echocardiogram	Stress (exercise) test / assessment heart rate control	0.88421053000000005	0.66315788999999992	0.37894737000000001	0.69473684000000002	0.26315789000000001	Sweden	
ECG	Renal function	Hepatic function	Echocardiogram	Stress (exercise) test / assessment heart rate control	0.89830507999999998	0.54237287999999995	0.22033897999999999	0.54237287999999995	0.64406779999999997	


Amiodarone

UK	
ECG	Hepatic function	Renal function	Respiratory function	Thyroid function	0.79518072000000006	0.85542169000000001	0.56626505999999999	0.51807228999999999	0.92771084000000004	Germany	
ECG	Hepatic function	Renal function	Respiratory function	Thyroid function	0.96341463000000005	0.87804877999999997	0.73170732000000005	0.76829267999999995	0.91463414999999992	Italy	
ECG	Hepatic function	Renal function	Respiratory function	Thyroid function	0.85263158000000006	0.82105262999999995	0.65263157999999999	0.43157895000000002	0.95789473999999997	Sweden	
ECG	Hepatic function	Renal function	Respiratory function	Thyroid function	0.93333332999999996	0.93333332999999996	0.78333332999999994	0.76666666999999999	0.96666667000000006	


Permanent AF

UK	N=82	24
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Amiodarone	Dronedarone	Class Ic	Sotalol	Other AAD	None	0.24	0.02	0.08	0.12	0.13	0.4	Germany	N=82	27
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5
10
49

Amiodarone	Dronedarone	Class Ic	Sotalol	Other AAD	None	0.27	0.02	7.0000000000000007E-2	0.05	0.1	0.49	Italy	N=92	25
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11
14
4
45

Amiodarone	Dronedarone	Class Ic	Sotalol	Other AAD	None	0.25	0.01	0.11	0.14000000000000001	0.04	0.45	Sweden	N=59	7
3
2
0
19
69

Amiodarone	Dronedarone	Class Ic	Sotalol	Other AAD	None	7.0000000000000007E-2	0.03	0.02	0	0.19	0.69	


