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Figure. Mycoplasma pneumoniae-specific IgM lateral flow assay (LFA) test results. 

(Left) Illustrative examples of positive, negative, and invalid test results. “S”, sample 

application window; “T”, blue test line; “C”, red control line (prerequisite for a valid test). 

(Right) Representative examples show test results for different gradings. Figure 

adapted from Meyer Sauteur et al. [1]. 

 

 

 

Table. Diagnostic performance of the Mycoplasma pneumoniae-specific IgM lateral 

flow assay compared to PCR as reference test. Abbreviations: CI, confidence interval; 

CAP, community-acquired pneumonia; DOR, diagnostic odds ratio; LFA, lateral flow 

assay; LR+, positive likelihood ratio; LR-, negative likelihood ratio; PCR, polymerase 

chain reaction. 

 

Cohort (n=125) Characteristics Reference test Screening test Performance 
   

PCR 
 

 
IgM LFA 

 

myCAP study [1] 
(n=94) 
 
and 
 
KIDS–STEP study [2] 
(n=31, unpublished results) 

• CAP clinically 
diagnosed 

• Age 3–17 years 
• Inpatients or 

outpatients 
• Previous healthy 

children 

 Positive 
(grade 2 or 3) 

Negative 
(grade 0 or 1) 

Sensitivity: 86.0% 
(95% CI 72.7%–93.4%) 
Specificity: 95.1% 
(95% CI 88.1%–98.1%) 
LR+: 17.64 
(95% CI 6.73–46.22) 
LR-: 0.15 
(95% CI 0.07–0.31) 
DOR: 120.25 
(95% CI 31.99–452.07) 
 

 
Positive 
 

 
37 (29.6%) 

 
6 (4.8%) 

 
Negative 
 

 
4 (3.2%) 

 
78 (62.4%) 
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