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Objective 
To establish a linked European cohort of children with congenital anomalies to investigate their health and educational outcomes for the first 10 years of life.
Design 
Retrospective cohort study.
Methods 
EUROlinkCAT is a collaborative project funded by the EU's Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme, 2017–2021. EUROlinkCAT uses data from 23 EUROCAT (European Surveillance of Congenital Anomalies) registries from 15 European countries, including England & Wales, for the years of birth 1995–2014. It aims to estimate survival, morbidity, and educational achievements and needs of children born with congenital anomalies by analysing linked data between EUROCAT registries and mortality data sources, hospital records, prescription data, and data on school education.
Results 
To date, the majority of registries have linked their congenital anomaly data with mortality data sources or national statistics. Variables relating to risk factors and survival, including causes of death, have been standardised across registries using centrally produced common syntax scripts. Assessment of the linked data quality and preparation of the standard protocol for the local data analyses is ongoing. Results will be generated into prespecified tables that will be sent to the Central Results Repository where tables/results from local data sets will be stored. Pan European analyses will be performed using aggregated data and results from the individual registries.
Conclusion 
[bookmark: _GoBack]EUROlinkCAT will provide unique survival, health and education data for children with congenital anomalies. The linked European cohort resulting from this study will be a rich resource for future research and to improve health care for children with congenital anomalies.
