	Category
	Term (n=184)
	Preterm (n=77)
	All (n=263)
	P-value (all only)

	
	Fever
 (n=112)
	No fever 
(n=72)
	Fever 
(n=29)
	No fever (n=48)
	Fever 
(n=143*)
	No fever (n=120)
	

	Irritability
	89 (79)
	44 (61)
	19 (66)
	12 (25)
	109 (76)
	56 (47)
	<0.0001

	Vomiting
	27 (24)
	15 (21)
	5 (17)
	3 (6)
	32 (22)
	18 (15)
	0.1

	Lethargy
	72 (64)
	50 (69)
	21 (72)
	29 (60)
	93 (65)
	79 (66)
	0.9

	Poor perfusion
	56 (50)
	32 (44)
	13 (45)
	26 (54)
	69 (48)
	58 (48)
	1.0

	Poor feeding
	91 (81)
	54 (75)
	20 (69)
	18 (38)
	112 (78)
	72 (60)
	0.001

	Seizures
	28 (25)
	30 (42)
	7 (24)
	8 (17)
	35 (24)
	38 (32)
	0.2

	Apnoea
	12 (8)
	17 (24)
	13 (45)
	23 (48)
	25 (17)
	40 (33)
	0.003

	Bulging fontanelle
	32 (29)
	14 (19)
	6 (21)
	5 (10)
	39 (27)
	19 (16)
	0.03

	Neck stiffness
	4 (4)
	2 (3)
	0 (0)
	1 (2)
	4  (3)
	3 (3)
	1.0

	Bacteria in blood
	78 (70)
	54 (75)
	21 (72)
	40 (83)
	101 (71)
	94 (78)
	0.2

	LP after antibiotics
	57 (51)
	62 (67)
	14 (48)
	38 (79)
	73 (51)
	81 (68)
	0.007

	Median CSF WCC
	560 (160-1944)
	498 (54-1666)
	323(80-1280)
	200(26-1030)
	490 (143-1900)
	306 (40-1578)
	0.08

	Bacteria in CSF
	80 (71)
	55 (76)
	23 (79)
	29 (60)
	104 (73)
	84 (70)
	0.6

	Poor outcome
	27 (24)
	23 (32)
	8 (28)
	21 (44)
	35 (24)
	44 (37)
	0.03


Supplement Table 1:  Comparing clinical characteristics amongst infants by gestational age and categorising them into infants with or without fever. *There were two cases with fever whose gestation was unknown. The p values are related to all cases comparing infants with or without fever by category. Poor outcome = death or serious CNS complications. Data is number (percentage) unless otherwise stated.
	Parameter
	Value

	Male
	24 (69)

	Median age (IQR) in days
	9 (1-27)

	Term
	21 (60)

	In-patients
	22 (63)

	Irritability
	14 (40)

	Lethargy
	17 (49)

	Poor perfusion
	10 (29)

	Poor feeding
	22 (63)

	Respiratory distress
	18 (51)

	Vomiting
	8 (23)

	LP after antibiotics
	22 (63)

	GBS identified
	18 (51)

	E. coli identified
	4 (11)

	Died
	5 (14)


Supplement table 2:  Features associated with infants without abnormal temperature or neurological features (n=35). Data is number (percentage) unless otherwise stated.
	Combination
	All, N (%)
	Admitted from home, N (%)
	In-patient, N (%)

	Amoxicillin/ Ampicillin & Cephalosporin
	64 (25)
	60 (37)
	4 (4)

	Cephalosporin alone
	46 (18)
	35 (22)
	11 (12)

	Benzylpenicillin & Gentamicin/ Amikacin
	51 (20)
	17 (10)
	34 (37)

	Benzylpenicillin, Cephalosporin & Gentamicin
	17 (7)
	12 (7)
	5 (5)

	Cephalosporin & Gentamicin
	12 (5)
	10 (6)
	2 (2)

	Amoxicillin Cephalosporin & Gentamicin
	11 (4)
	9 (6)
	2 (2)

	Benzylpenicillin & Cephalosporin
	10 (4)
	7 (4)
	3 (3)

	Amoxicillin & Gentamicin
	8 (3)
	4 (2)
	4 (4)

	Flucloxacillin & Gentamicin
	8 (3)
	0 (0)
	7 (8)

	Cefotaxime & Flucloxacillin
	4 (2)
	2 (1)
	2 (2)

	Benzylpenicillin
	3 (1)
	3 (2)
	0 (0)

	Tazocin & Vancomycin
	3 (1)
	0 (0)
	3 (3)

	Vancomycin
	2 (1)
	1(1)
	1(1)

	Cefotaxime & Vancomycin
	2 (1)
	0(0)
	2(2)

	Other
	15 (6)
	3 (2)
	12 (13)

	Total
	256 (100)
	162 (100)
	92 (98)*


Supplement Table 3: Empiric antibiotics combination for all infants and by route of admission. * Percentages were rounded to the nearest percent.

(The median (IQR) duration of antibiotics was 14 (14-21) days and varied according to isolated bacteria: N. meningitidis 8 (7-14), GBS 14 (14-21), S. pneumoniae 14 (14-18), E. coli and L. monocytogenes 21 (21-21), other Gram-positive cocci 15 (8-23), other Gram-negative bacteria 21 (14-25). Route of admission was not known for two cases with known antibiotic combination and in seven cases, the empiric antibiotics used was not stated.
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